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ALMOST A TUNNEL:
A stretch of  Poole Rd. in south 
Bossier Parish practically forms a 
tunnel heading toward pastureland 
and oil sites further east. The 
roadway is especially interesting 
during the spring and summer.

CLEARING STORM DAMAGE:
It isn’t always road and drainage 
repair that keeps Police Jury highway 
department workers busy. A storm front 
packing heavy rains and high winds put 
this large oak across a street in Rocky 
Mount and a chain saw replaced a backhoe 
as equipment of  choice for cleanup.

(Left) Fans who attended 
cross country meets had the 
chance to support their teams 
by making purchases of  items 
from booths like this one.

(Right) South Bossier Park 
has become a popular site for 
school cross country events. 
This middle schooler crossed 
the line first in one of  many 
meets in 2018.

(Above) Natural gas 
exploration is returning to 
the forefront in the parish 
with drilling rigs again 
beginning to appear on the 
horizon. This unit is located 
south of  Bossier City beside 
U.S. Hwy. 71. Activity is 
expected to increase as 
summer, 2019, approaches.

OIL AND CATTLE DO MIX:
Lots of  pieces make up the economic 
puzzle that is Bossier Parish, and at the 
top of  the list are two basic elements: oil 
and cattle. Both share common ground 
and neither seems to mind.

FIRST PJ MEETING SITE: This is 
where Bossier Parish government started 175 
years ago. It all began in what is now Bellevue 
with a parish court proceeding, followed soon after 
by a Police Jury meeting.

(Right) The cogs that make the wheels 
turn at Bossier Parish’s Office of  
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness are (from left) Director 
Ian Snellgrove and Assistant Director 
Gene Barattini.

(Left) Louisiana Senator Ryan Gatti 
(center, standing) attends a briefing 
of  the Bossier Parish emergency 
committee during a period of  heavy 
rains and potential flooding in the area. 
Joining Gatti are members of  his staff  
and emergency committee personnel.

(Left) As part of  
the parish’s 175th 
anniversary, the 
Bossier Parish Library 
System’s History 
Center conducted an 
open house featuring 
displays, photos and 
artifacts of  the past. 
History Center Director 
Ann Middleton talks 
with a pair of  visitors 
during the event.
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Bob Brotherton was born and reared in Bossier Parish, and has devot-

ed his entire professional career to involvement in education and coach-

ing in the parish. He is a graduate of Haughton High School and received 

his B.S. from Northwestern State University.

His master’s degree and plus-30 came from Louisiana Tech Univer-

sity, and his successful teaching and coaching career began in 1975 at 

his alma mater, Haughton High. There, Brotherton served as head track 

coach, assistant football coach, classroom teacher and driver’s education 

instructor. He’s still known as “Coach” to friends and former students.

In addition to teaching at Haughton High School, Brotherton was an 

adjunct professor at Bossier Parish Community College, instructing first 

responder basic and advanced life-saving courses.

He is a lifetime member of the Louisiana High School Athletic Asso-

ciation, and was chosen by his peers ten times as District Track Coach of 

the Year. He was selected three times as the Shreveport Times All Area 

Coach of the Year and received the Shreveport/Bossier Award for Out-

standing Contribution to Track.

After 33 years of service to Haughton High 

and Bossier Parish, he retired in 2007. But 

his service to parish residents did not end. It 

merely reached another level.

Brotherton is now serving his second term 

on the parish Police Jury. He was named vice 

president in 2016 and moved up to president 

in 2017. He serves as either a member or 

chairman on 15 different committees. He also 

was elected in 2017 to the Executive Board of 

the Louisiana Police Jury Association, repre-

senting Region 4.

He has been married to his wife, Billie Jo 

Cryer Brotherton for 47 years and the couple 

has two sons; Jason and wife Kenda, and Coy 

and wife Stacey. The Brothertons also have 

four grandchildren.

Bob Brotherton
President

Glenn Benton

When Glenn Benton was appointed to the Bossier Parish Police Jury in 

May, 2007 to complete an unexpired term in District 2, he added a third 

entry to his resume. 

Benton first retired in 2001 as District Fire Chief for the Shreveport Fire 

Department after 33 years with the department. He was a homebuilder 

until 2009 when he found himself becoming increasingly more involved 

with the police jury. 

He was elected to a full term on the jury in 2008 and retired from his 

construction business to devote his time to District 2.

Benton served in 2018 as president of the police jury, his second time to 

lead the public body. He became involved in statewide activities on behalf 

of the police jury and was elected to the state executive board in 2012. 

He serves as First Vice President of the Police Jury Association and will 

become President of the group in 2019. In that position, Benton will be an 

advocate for police juries in all 64 parishes. 

He plans to be vigilant in following parish 

money to Baton Rouge, then tracking it 

back to the parishes.

He will meet frequently with state 

legislators and the governor on bills that 

will have an impact on parishes, and 

will work to offer health and workers’ 

compensation insurance to small parishes 

that cannot afford to do so. 

Benton is a life-long resident of 

Haughton. He and his wife, Patricia, have 

two sons: Col. Larry Benton of the Army 

National Guard in Alexandria, and Randy 

Benton, a lieutenant with the Shreveport 

Police Department. Four grandchildren 

keep the Bentons busy attending school 

and sports functions.

His hobbies include Football Fridays, 

where he will be found in the stands or on 

the sidelines supporting parish athletics, 

and gardening. Benton said gardening is 

his peaceful hobby that helps him relax.

Benton is a member of First Baptist 

Church in Haughton.
District 1 member Bob Brotherton joins 
Bossier City Mayor Lo Walker at walking 
path ribbon cutting.

Outgoing jury President 
Glenn Benton (District 2) 
receives a plaque for his service.

DISTRICT 1 DISTRICT 2
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Wanda Bennett has spent the greatest majority of her working career 
serving the public, whether through volunteer work, retraining individuals 
for the job force, in government or in elected office. Serving is her passion.

Bennett is a groundbreaker. She won her first term in public office in 
1978 when she was elected to the Bossier City Council, at a time when 
women weren’t seen on public bodies. Bennett was a member of the 
council for three terms, then moved to Bossier Parish Community College 
to head a program that retrained individuals for the workforce during the 
recession.

When the parish began searching for someone to implement its 911 
system, Bennett answered the call. Again, she served the people of Bossi-
er Parish in a crucial program and helped bring a widely respected agency 
on line in 2005. 

Not long after the system’s successful start, Bennett received a phone 
call from the incumbent in Police Jury District 3 (her home district) saying 
he did not intend to seek reelection. He wanted someone to take his place 
who understood people and how government operated. Even though her 
husband was seriously ill at the time, with his encouragement and support 
she ran and won.

Bennett’s passion for service makes it easy to address the concerns of 
her District 3 constituents. Even though, at times, decisions may be ques-
tioned, Bennett knows it’s because both she and residents of the district 

are wanting the same thing: a better Bossier 
Parish. And, she knows the importance of lis-
tening not only to her constituents but to all 
who live in the parish.

Bennett believes a major reason Bossier Par-
ish continues to grow and prosper is because 
the Police Jury, along with other public bodies, 
are pulling together and in the same direction 
for the people who live and work here.

Bennett lost her husband (Beaux) to illness 
five years ago. She finds joy in her three chil-
dren (Sherry, Jeffery and Tracy), her five grand-
children and five great-grandchildren (so far).

She also is comfortable knowing that each 
step of her career has served a purpose, and 
that each day brings an opportunity.

DISTRICT 3

Wanda Bennett

DISTRICT 4

Norman Craig

Norman Craig is in his first term representing District 4 on the Bossier 
Parish Police Jury after being appointed to fill the unexpired term of long-
time member Sonny Cook who resigned in March, 2018. Cook passed 
away in May, 2018.

Craig, a resident of the parish for 52 years, has been a business owner 
for more than 30 years and has served residents in several capacities. He 
was owner of Red Chute Auto Center, Craig’s Equipment and Craig’s Power 
Sports. After selling his business in 2007, he was hired by the Bossier Parish 
Sheriff’s Office.

He was president of the Northwest Louisiana Criminal Justice Academy’s 
first class and as a deputy, he worked as a patrol officer, in Special Services, 
as DARE officer and was a school resource officer. 

Craig is a veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps and was commanding officer 
of the Bossier Sheriff’s Young Marines for six years. 

He served on the board of directors of the Bossier Parish Chamber of 
Commerce, the Bossier 
City YMCA, the Optimist 
Club, the Bossier Parish 
EMS/Police Jury and was 
a charter board member 
of Bossier Dixie Baseball. 
Craig is a member of the 
NRA.

Craig graduated from 
Southern Illinois University 
with a B.S. in Industrial 
Technology and holds 
a Master of Science in 
Education. He taught 
elementary, middle school 
and high school in Illinois.

He has been married to 
his high school sweetheart, 
Suzanne, for 58 years 
and the couple has three 
children: Linda Craig Boyd, 
Michael O. Craig and 
Julie Craig McCoy. He is a 
member of Cypress Baptist 
Church.

District 3 jury member Wanda Bennett 
hands out agendas prior to a jury meeting.

Norman Craig, District 4, is sworn in after 
winning election to complete a term.
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Since 2011, Jack “Bump” Skaggs has served the residents of District 5 
on the Bossier Parish Police Jury and brings both business knowledge and 
an entrepreneurial spirit to the jury.

He served the police jury as president in 2015 and is the current chair-
man of the jury’s finance committee. During his term as president, Skaggs 
helped manage the parish through three state declarations of emergency 
and one Presidential declaration. He also advised on budgeting, manpow-
er and infrastructure projects in the parish.

A 1999 graduate of Airline High School, he attended the University of 
Louisiana-Monroe (ULM) on a baseball scholarship where he majored in 
construction management. Skaggs also won four letters in baseball, an 
effort he calls his second major. 

He graduated ULM in 2003, was named that year’s Student Athlete 
of the Year and graduated Sigma Lambda Chi, the Construction Honors 
Society.

Skaggs is currently President and CEO of the Coordinating and De-
velopment Corporation (CDC), a position he has 
held since October, 2017. There, he is responsible 
for the management and operation of 20 full-time 
employees.

Duties include executing and administering fed-
eral grants from the Economic Development Ad-
ministration (EDA) and the Delta Regional Author-
ity (DRA). 

CDC also manages state grants from the Work-
force Innovation and Opportunity Act, Community 
Development Block Grants and resiliency planning 
for the 10-parish region of Northwest Louisiana.

Skaggs is owner/operator of Resolute Real Es-
tate Investments and is past President and current 
chairman of the Bossier Parish Police Jury’s finance 
committee. His past business experience includes 
a multi-unit managing partner for Raising Cane’s 
Restaurants and business manager for Vexcon Pest 
Control.

Skaggs has served the parish on many boards, 
committees and councils and has been keynote 

speaker representing the parish at numerous conventions and civic func-
tions.

He lives in Bossier City with his wife, Kaye, a structural engineer, their 
son, Brady, and their daughter, Skylar.

 

DISTRICT 5

Jack “Bump”Skaggs

DISTRICT 6

Rick Avery

Rick Avery has been a member of the Bossier Parish Police Jury since he 
was 28 years old. He sometimes finds it hard to believe it’s been 32 years 
since he decided to help create an environment that would stop the area’s 
best graduates from going elsewhere to start their careers.

When he was elected, Bossier faced challenges not unusual to smaller 
parishes. Public bodies had little money and few resources to maintain, let 
alone grow, the infrastructure necessary for growth. Avery pushed for a one 
and one-half cent sales tax, and quickly found that the people were ready 
and willing to invest in themselves and the future of the parish.

Following that success, he asked the citizens to vote a parish-wide fire 
district, but that plan failed. However, rural fire districts were created and 
the parish approved a parish-wide EMS program with no out-of-pocket 
expenses for ambulance service. Improvements from the tax and from the 
public safety advancements helped fuel the growth that has continued in 
Bossier Parish.

Avery is also excited about what’s going on around the Cyber Innova-
tion Center, General Dynamics and the education complex at Bossier Par-
ish Community College and Louisiana Tech’s Success Center. As that area 
continues to grow, the best minds are taking advantage of the innovative 
programs that have been, and still are, being introduced.

He also is happy to see more and more young individuals becoming 
entrepreneurs and developing an interest in public service.

Continued emphasis on the parish infrastructure is important to Avery. 
He was instrumental in push-
ing for the Airline Dr. widening 
and extension and supports 
the North-South roadway. That 
project, he believes, will bring 
on another round of growth for 
residential and business devel-
opments.

Avery said the parish police 
jury is known around the state 
for its innovative thinking, and 
the new sewer system is more 
proof. He said the future is 
bright, especially with the con-
tinued interest and involve-
ment of the residents.  

District 5’s Jack “Bump” Skaggs and 
parish engineer Butch Ford at the site of  
a bridge reconstruction.

Rick Avery (District 6) 
reviews the a police jury 
meeting agenda.
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District 7 police jury member Jimmy Cochran is one of the longest serv-
ing jurors on the public body with 24 years of service to his constituents. 
He was first elected to the police jury in 1996 at age 32 and has held every 
administrative position including three terms as president.

He is a life-long resident of Bossier City and represents a district that 
mostly includes the old downtown area. 

Cochran can be described as a true entrepreneur. He owns Bikes Etc., a 
shop that sells and services bicycles of all types. He has been an indepen-
dent businessman almost all his adult life, and except for a couple of years 
has operated his own establishment.

In addition to Bikes Etc., Cochran also installs interlock systems in ve-
hicles. He started the business about 10 years ago and has seen a steady 

growth for Smart Start La., head-
quartered in his bike shop.

Cochran is a graduate of Air-
line High School. His wife of 38 
years passed away in 2013 and 
the couple had two children, Cra-
ton and Julie. Both call Bossier 
City home. Cochran also has three 
grandchildren.

When he does have a little 
spare time, Cochran loves to fish 
and spend time with his grandchil-
dren. He has a very special friend, 
April Ball from Haughton. She and 
daughters, 12-year-old Jaden and 
11-year-old Jazmine, have been 
an important part of Cochran’s life 
for the past four years.

He also keeps busy checking 
parish projects, including the new 
Swan Lake Rd. extension and the 
parish’s growing water and sewer 
system. 

Cochran believes an import-
ant business of the police jury is 
to ensure the people of Bossier 
Parish have the best infrastructure 

and quality of life possible. To him, being a member of the police jury is 
more than just going to meetings. He knows caring for his constituents is 
a full time job.

DISTRICT 7

Jimmy Cochran

DISTRICT 8

Doug Rimmer

Doug Rimmer was elected to the District 8 seat on the Bossier Parish 
Police Jury in 2011 and re-elected in 2015. During his terms, he served as 
President in 2014 and as Vice President in 2013 and 2018.

He first served in public office on the Caddo Parish School Board from 
1987-1991. During his term, beginning in 1987, he was adjunct professor 
for the LSUS Advanced Manufacturing Center and later for the LSUS 
Insurance and Risk Consortium.

Rimmer’s career in education includes teaching at Trinity Heights and 
Evangel Christian Academy, a stint as Vice President of Faith Bible College 
and President of the LSUS Alumni Association.

Currently, Rimmer is a retired entrepreneur, businessman, educator and 
free-lance writer. He was born in Dallas, Texas and moved to Louisiana 
in 1957. He came to Bossier Parish with his new bride, Madge, in 1967. 
His working career began with KoKoMo Drive-In restaurants and Revanna 
Restaurant in Bossier City.

Rimmer was recruited for the AT&T pilot 
plant, which made it possible to enroll in LSUS 
where he graduated with a B.S. in Business 
Administration in 1975. He was Valedictorian and 
honored with the Wall Street Journal Award as 
outstanding student in the College of Business.

Meanwhile, his career moved ahead at 
Western Electric Manufacturing where he 
became a systems designer and named the first 
Administrator for Shreveport Works Suggestion 
System in 1973. He moved to Dallas where 
he became National Sales Manager for a 
multinational business systems consulting firm.

As computer technology advanced, he 
pioneered distribution of CPT Systems and 
later, IBM and Apple computers to Barksdale 
AFB, business, industry, medical and education 
facilities. He became a business broker where he founded a chain of retail 
stores, a systems consulting and technology transfer company, direct mail 
advertising company and a number of franchises in various markets.

Rimmer also wrote features for magazines locally, regionally and 
internationally, published original poems and edited various books. 

Doug and Madge are the parents of two sons, Dr. Doug Rimmer, Jr., 
a Bossier Parish Gastroenterologist, and Darren Rimmer, an Account 
Manager for ADESA Company.  The couple has six grandchildren; three 
currently attend Bossier Parish schools.

District 7 member Jimmy Cochran 
discusses an issue with a con-
stituent following a police jury 
meeting.

Doug Rimmer (District 8) listens to 
a presentation at the Bossier Parish 
Library central office.
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Fred Shewmake is on his second round as a member of the Bossier 
Parish Police Jury and he has learned that listening, learning and leading 
are traits that serve individuals well, especially if public service is a part of 
their career.

Shewmake, who currently represents District 9 on the jury, said listen-
ing and learning are important since his district is urban and services are 
provided by the city of Bossier City. He listens carefully to his cohorts who 
represent the rural districts and studies their issues in order to help provide 
them the assistance they need. 

 A graduate of Bossier High School, Shewmake first attended North-
western State College on a football scholarship, then transferred to Cente-
nary College on a baseball scholarship. He received a B.S. from Centenary, 
then earned his Master’s from Northwestern and his Plus 30 from North-
western and Louisiana Tech.

He entered the Bossier Parish school system as a teacher/assistant coach 
at Parkway Jr. High and moved up to head coach there. When Parkway be-
came a high school, Shewmake was named the school’s first head coach. 
After two years, he was promoted to assistant principal at Elm Grove.

During his tenure at Elm Grove, he became the first Re-
publican in the history of Bossier Parish to be elected to 
public office, representing the Shady Grove area on the 
police jury. He has been a leader in the party and says con-
tributing to a two-party system in the parish is an accom-
plishment of which he is most proud. 

After two terms in office, and a stint as principal of Elm 
Grove, he was named principal of Bossier High and could 
not seek a third term on the jury. From Bossier High, Shew-
make took a great opportunity and became Director of the 
Eighth Independent School District in East Texas. After 10 
years there, he retired and moved back home.

Fortunately, Shewmake’s police jury district seat was 
open and he was again elected. He is now in his second 
term and loving every minute of it. It’s a great togetherness 
among jury members that makes serving the parish worth-
while. He considers it a joy go to meetings with others who 
are not pretending; everyone, he says, has the parish at 
heart.

Shewmake attributes most of the parish’s success to the staff and de-
partment heads who do the daily work. He said Bill Altimus (parish adminis-
trator), Butch Ford (parish engineer), Patrick Jackson (parish attorney), Jim 
Firth (parish purchasing agent), Joe Buffington (treasurer), Mark Coutee 
(public works director) and others deserve the credit.

Shewmake says he receives encouragement and support from his wife, 
the former Kay Baker who was Miss Bossier Parish and represented Bossier 
at the Miss Louisiana Pageant.

DISTRICT 9

Fred Shewmake

DISTRICT 10

Jerome Darby

Jerome Darby can easily identify his foundation of service. Since he was 
young, his father instilled in him the need to give back to his community 
and to those less fortunate. His giving began through volunteer and men-
toring work in his church.

That feeling of need to give back led him to be the senior member of 
the Bossier Parish Police Jury with nine terms under his belt. He believes 
the duty of being a public official means not only serving his District 10 
constituents but his fellow police jurors and the people of the parish when-
ever he can. 

For Darby, it’s all about the people.
He said police jury members communicate with one another frequently. 

Today’s culture has changed and jury members have changed also. Mem-
bers talk not only face-to-face and by cell phone, but text messages and 
emails are part of the instant communication world of public service.

Contact is necessary for the progressive group to keep up with the rapid 
growth and the needs of the parish. Darby believes the spirit of a servant, 
not a politician, runs deeply in each jury member.

Much attention is given to the infrastructure, recreation and education 
of Bossier Parish, three factors Darby credits with making this area attractive 
to new residents. Jury members 
are also aware that quality of life 
issues are important to provide 
careers that will keep young peo-
ple here.

Police Jury projects are 
geared to help stimulate solid 
growth and economic develop-
ment, Darby said. Success breeds 
success, he said, and the police 
jury has formed partnerships that 
point to a bright future.

Darby is a forensic social work-
er who works with juveniles fac-
ing court action in Caddo Parish. 
His goal is to make a difference 
in their lives by helping them find 
alternatives to the dark places in 
which they find themselves. 

Jerome Darby (left, District 10) and Tom 
Salzer (District 11) share a moment prior 
to a police jury meeting.

District 9 jury member Freddy 
Shewmake looks over information 
prior to a meeting.
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When a person lives in an area all their life, there’s a desire to return a 

portion of oneself to that community. For Tom Salzer, serving the residents 

of south Bossier Parish on Police Jury District 11 is his way of giving back.

Salzer’s dad retired from the military in 1977 and moved to Shady 

Grove neighborhood. Tom graduated from Parkway High School in 1985, 

then from Northwestern State University in 1990 with a degree in industrial 

technology.

He worked in the transportation industry after graduation, then moved 

to telecommunications. After 15 years of being reassigned each time a 

company merged, he decided to become an insurance agent. But he had 

always enjoyed working with his hands, and that led to the career he loves 

today.

Currently, Salzer is self-employed as a custom cabinet maker, working 

primarily in residential and commercial areas. Much of his commercial work 

is for local hospital clients like Willis Knighton, Schumpert and others.

Salzer had considered running for the police jury, but Wayne Hammack 

was his representative and was an excellent juror. He never considered 

running against Hammack and only sought the office after the incumbent 

passed away. He received the jury’s vote, then won a special election to 

complete Hammack’s term.

Salzer wanted to be a police juror because he would have a say in how 

taxpayer dollars are spent. His vision for the parish is to build enterpris-

es here that will help keep young people at home where they 

will become contributors to the tax base, the economy and the 

growth. He says it doesn’t make sense to spend dollars edu-

cating our youth in state just to make them viable products for 

other states.

As an inner-city police jury member, he doesn’t get many 

calls about roads or infrastructure. He involves himself in work-

ing with rural jurors on projects and issues important to the par-

ish, and to keeping abreast of economic development issues. 

He believes if a member is going to be concerned, he or she 

should be involved.

Salzer says he likes being part of a team that gets things 

done and doesn’t care who gets credit. If the parish is to con-

tinue its upward spiral, it’s important to see things done correctly so future 

leaders won’t have to spend time worrying, especially about infrastructure.

Salzer and his wife Rae Ann, also from south Bossier, have twins; a boy 

and girl who are juniors at Parkway. He hopes their future will be in Bossier 

Parish after they complete their education paths.

DISTRICT 11

Tom Salzer

DISTRICT 12

Paul “Mac” 
Plummer

Paul “Mac” Plummer’s Bossier Parish roots run deep. His maternal family 

(the Sentells) first settled in north Bossier near the Collinsburg community 

in the early 1800s and this area has been home since then.

Plummer, like his father, is a retired Bossier City police officer. He served 

28 years with the department, reaching the rank of captain. Continuing 

his service to Bossier Parish, he served two and a half years on the Bossier 

Metropolitan Planning Commission.

Plummer was appointed to fill an unexpired term, representing District 

12 on the police jury in May, 2008 and was then elected in the fall of 2008 

to a full term. He is currently serving his third term.

Plummer and his wife (Janet) are both graduates of Parkway High 

School, and he is a graduate with 

a bachelor’s degree from the 

University of Louisiana Monroe. 

The couple has three children, 

also Parkway grads, and three 

grandchildren.

Plummer also finds time to 

serve Parkway student athletes 

as a softball coach. He volunteers 

his time to school projects and 

supports activities at the school. 

He is a registered Republican, 

an avid outdoorsman and a 

lifetime member of the NRA. His 

hobbies include hunting, fishing 

and firearm sports competition. 

Plummer is a member of First 

Methodist Church in Bossier City.

Plummer is a member of 

Martin McClanahan Lodge #384 

and a 32nd degree Scottish 

Rite Mason KCCH.  He is also 

a member of El Karubah Shrine 

and is an enthusiastic supporter 

of the Shriners Hospital for 

Children.

Paul “Mac” Plummer (left, District 12) 
listens to parish engineer Butch Ford 
during a committee meeting.

Tom Salzer looks over an information 
packet prior to a jury meeting.
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Members of the Bossier Parish Police Jury 
voted to authorize Administrator Bill Altimus 
to sign a cooperative endeavor agreement 
between the parish and the state of Louisiana 
through the Dept. of Transportation and 
Development to help fund the project.

Overall cost is expected to be around $90 
million of which 20 percent, or $18 million, 
must come from local government participation. 
According to the agreement, Bossier Parish’s 
share of the cost will be $3 million to be paid 
over a 12-year period in minimum annual 
installments of $250,000. 

Bossier City will also contribute $3 million 
over 12 years, and $12 million comes from the 
Northwest Louisiana Council of Governments/

Metropolitan Planning Organization, to be paid 
out in $1 million installments for 12 years. 

Part of the funding for the project will come 
with the state’s first issuance of GARVEE bonds, 
which are special bonds that are repaid using 
federal funds allocated to Louisiana. DOTD has 
received the three approvals required by the 
Legislature to begin to access these bonds.
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Bossier Parish is a partner in the Barksdale Access Interchange Improvement 
Project that will provide a north/south access road from the intersection of I-20 
and I-220 to a new Barksdale Air Force Base entrance gate.

Ryan Foster is the new South Bossier Fire Chief.

Now that he wears the chief’s hat, Foster has 
found one of the biggest differences in his new 
job is on the administrative side.

“That’s the biggest change I face. Right now, 
I’m working on our budget and that’s a new 
experience for me,” Foster said. “I don’t mind 
because it brings me closer to the things that 
make the department work so efficiently.”

Foster leads a department with 14 full-time 
firefighters and three satellite stations plus the 
central station on La. Hwy. 527. District 2 also 
lists about 25 volunteers, covers 168 square 
miles and serves roughly 6,700 residents.

 “When you think of the term rural fire 
department, we’re exactly that,” he said. “We 
serve a mostly rural area until you get around 
Sligo Rd. where there are some subdivisions.”

In addition to providing fire protection, 

District 2 firefighters are members of the Swift 
Water Rescue Team and PSD divers are 
members of the force. Four water rescue boats 
are part of the equipment and have been used 
on the Red River and Lake Bistineau. Crews from 
District 2 have also dispatched to other areas in 
the state to assist in flood rescue.

District 2 personnel also respond, when 
needed, to calls involving hazardous materials 
(HazMat).

Foster said a health and wellness program is 
provided and memberships to a health facility 
have been provided. Community outreach is 
an important tool for District 2 and the new 
chief said he’s looking for ways to expand his 
department’s reach. 

Foster said many of the district’s calls for 
assistance are EMS related, and several of the 
firefighters have completed their paramedic 
training. In the past, those wanting the training 
had to pay for the instruction from their own 
pocket. This year, that changed.

“For the first time in our department’s history, 
we are able to sponsor EMS training. That’s 
something we are especially proud to be able to 
do,” Foster said. “We conduct training as much 
as we can because we want to be ready for any 
situation our residents face.”

Ryan Foster was a 17-year-old 
junior at Parkway High School in 
2002 when he was bitten by the 
firefighter bug and that bite led him 
to rural fire district 2 in south Bossier 
Parish where he signed on as a 
volunteer.

Now, 16 years later, Foster is 
leading the department where he 
began his career. Members of the 
fire district’s board of directors voted 
to promote Foster to chief, replacing 
Kenny Tyson who retired.

A Veterans Memorial now stands on the 
banks of Lake Bistineau, the result of one 
woman’s dream to honor all those who served 
in the armed forces of this country. 

Kate Davis, owner of Camp 
Joy, designed and bore the cost 
of construction of the memorial as 
a way to express her appreciation 
for the sacrifices of the military 
men and women of the United 
States armed forces. 

Bossier Parish Police Jury 

member Norman Craig, a U.S. Marine Corps 
veteran who served from 1957 – 1961, was 
guest speaker at the memorial’s dedication 
ceremony held on Armed Forces Day, May 18. 

Veterans from World War II to the present 
were special guests. Every veteran received 
a special token as Mrs. Davis’ way of saying 
“Thank You.”

In March, 2017, Kate erected the memorial 
that features a large soldier on patrol carrying 
a rifle.  The soldier is surrounded by five special 
stones depicting each of the military branches 
of service.  These special stones were painted 
by a Camp Joy resident whose son has been 
deployed seven times to Iraq and Afghanistan 
They were her gift to the memorial.  There are 
also seven flag poles with the different service 
flags, U.S. flag, and POW flag.

“This was a project of love,” said Davis, 
who is originally from India.  “My hope is that 
we will never forget our veterans. We thank 
them from the bottom of our hearts for what 
they have done for our country.  We are the 
greatest nation because of their sacrifices.”
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Fire Chief J.T. Wallace said the district’s 

rating is upgraded to Class 3 following a once 

every five years inspection and grading by the 

Insurance Service Office (ISO), an agency that 

provides statistical information on risk.

“Moving from Class 4 to Class 3 means 

benefits for our department, but most 

importantly it means our residents will be 

looking at savings on their homeowners 

insurance,” Wallace said. “Savings could 

average as much as $600 annually.” 

Wallace said he was notified in July that 

the move up was earned. It’s a reward for hard 

work and extra efforts on the part of District 4’s 

38 full-time firefighters and support personnel.

One of the most critical areas the department 

faced was response time. Standards call for 

teams to arrive on site of an emergency in four 

to six minutes. All other personnel who will 

be involved are to be on site in nine minutes.

Response time plays a large part in District 

4 because of the size and makeup of the 

area covered, Wallace said. There are four 

elementary schools, two junior high schools 

and two high schools, plus 25,247 residents in 

the district’s 174 square miles.

Several upscale subdivisions are also 

located in the district. The median value of 

homes in the area runs about $246,000 and 

that’s projected to rise to roughly $297,000 by 

the year 2022, he added.

Other areas that helped the classification 

included water hauling, the district’s 911 and 

communications systems and improvements in 

technology.

Dist. 4 Fire Chief  
J.T. Wallace and 
the department’s 
Human Resource 
Officer Lisa Chaffin 
discuss statistics. Bossier Parish 

Fire District 4 
received good 

news in 2018 

and that news 

translates to 

something extra in 

the pocketbooks 

of residents in the 

rural fire district.

Chief  Robert Roe gives instructions to his 
firefighters prior to a real-time drill on a 
house in Tall Timbers.
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Firefighters in 
one Bossier Parish 
rural fire district will 
sport new bunker 
gear, thanks to a 
federal grant from 
the Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant 
Program (AFG) 
targeting improved 
operations and 
safety.

Jason Vaughan is chief  of  
Bossier Parish Fire District 5.

Northeast Bossier Fire District 5 in Plain Dealing will receive 

$73,810 in grant funds, according to Fire Chief Jason Vaughan. 

District 5 is one of eight Louisiana fire departments that will receive 

grant money totaling more than $621,000.

Louisiana’s U.S. Senator Bill Cassidy, M.D., sent letters to the 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security advocating for Louisiana 

fire departments that applied for these grants.

 “We’ll be getting new coats, pants, helmets and boots for our 

firefighters. When we applied for the money we wanted to get 

items for the safety and protection of our people,” Vaughan said.

Vaughan said the cost of outfitting one firefighter with new gear 

ranges around $3,000. Gear for today’s firefighters also sports 

new safety features, thanks to technological advances.

Also important is the savings to District 5 the grant will provide. 

Usually, Vaughan said, the department provides funds to equip 

firefighters with the necessary gear.

“This is money that will not have to come out of our budget and 

that’s very important to a small, rural fire department like ours,” he 

said. “We’re limited in funding and anytime we have a chance to 

get this kind of money we’re going to go for it.” 
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Going into its 11th year, the Bossier 
Parish Police Jury’s Commercial Vehicle 
Enforcement Unit is working on a pretty 

enviable record.

“Since the inception of the program we 

have not had a fatality crash in our jurisdiction 

involving an 18-wheeler on a parish roadway,” 

said Russell Craig, supervisor of the CVEU. “We 

have routed billions of pounds of permittable 

envelope CMV’s over our roadways, thus 

keeping bridge failures to a minimum.  CMV’s 

which are not permittable due to their type of 

cargo or configuration are inspected and cited 

for illegal operation in Bossier Parish.  It’s a very 

efficient program.”

Craig knows something about efficient 

programs. For 21 years he worked with the 

Louisiana State Police in everything from drug 

interdiction in commercial vehicles, weights and 

standards and as part of a team cooperating 

with various Federal Agencies. He accepted 

the challenge of establishing a commercial 

oversight division in Bossier Parish 10 years 

ago.

“Bill Altimus and Butch Ford decided they 

needed a program like this because of the influx 

of commercial vehicles in the parish. I took 

what we had with the LSP Motor Carrier Unit 

and tried to fill in the gaps where some things 

needed fixing. I believe our unit is second to 

none,” he said.

A big part of the unit’s 

responsibility is issuing 

permits to carriers that 

will be moving on parish 

roadways. In 2018, 

the office issued 3,253 

permits generating 

$230,817. In 2015 this 

number was $158.980. 

CVEU also collected just 

over $287,000 in fines 

and forfeitures as compared to $151,470 in 

2015. The increase in the volume of CMV’s in 

the parish has nearly doubled in the last five 

years.

While his unit watches roadways carefully for 

overweight and oversize commercial vehicles, 

the primary focus of the group is not lying in 

wait for the purpose of writing tickets. 

“This is a complaint driven section.  Much 

like property standards, we receive complaints 

from the public, either through our website or via 

phone. Within 24 hours we take the necessary 

action needed to rectify any operation of CMV’s 

that may endanger the motoring public or their 

property, and maintain a level playing field for 

the industry. “Our primary goal is public safety,” 

Craig emphasized. 

“We can rebuild a 

bridge or a roadway. 

We cannot rectify 

the loss of a child, 

spouse, or as I have 

seen in my career, 

entire families.  

“A good business 

man operates up-to-

date equipment.  His 

maintenance program ensures that this equipment is 

maintained to the standard set forth by CFR 49 (the 

industry standard set for by the Federal Government).  

He can’t compete with someone who doesn’t. We’re 

looking for a level playing field. We’re not going to let a 

carrier operate dangerous vehicles in an unsafe manner 

for a profit margin,” he said.

Craig and his team have plenty of trucks to monitor. 

He estimates roughly 1,000 18-wheelers daily travel 

parish roads over which the unit has jurisdiction. 

“Our motive is not to strangle the industry with 

needless interaction, or unnecessary regulation, but to 

assist the industry in moving their products in a safe and 

prudent manner,” he said. “Louisiana is a very lenient 

state when it comes to permits; Louisiana issues more 

permits than almost any other state in the nation and 

our roads show it. Our ordinances mirror state law. If 

you need a state permit you will need a parish permit.”

Craig’s CVEU team is made up of three additional 

members. Officers William Mott and John Cloud bring 

more than 30 combined years of experience to the 

task. Their responsibilities include permit enforcement, 

speed monitoring and, if needed, assisting with escort. 

They also monitor any loads permitted for over 152,000 

pounds, as mandated by the Parish Engineer.  The bulk 

of these loads occur when drilling companies move 

their rigs.

Craig’s administrative assistant is Alanna Kendrick. 

She holds down the office, dispatches officers to areas 

of need and is the unit’s permit specialist. 

“She has revamped our permit program to be more 

computer driven than paper driven,” Craig said. “It has 

given us and the companies with which we deal greater 

accessibility and made it easier to track.”

Since the unit works closely with the LSP motor carrier 

and weight enforcement division, all its equipment is 

certified to meet state standards. A certified technician 

is on staff, Craig said. CVEU officers can inspect and 

weigh a truck in about 30 minutes from the time of stop 

until the driver is released.

Bossier Parish’s CVEU has been involved in recent 

Louisiana state senate committee hearings concerning 

commercial vehicles. 

“We’ve accompanied Mr. Ford to Baton Rouge to 

meet with an astute group of politicians trying to bring 

about a standardized Parish permitting system that 

would be viable statewide,” Craig said.  “This is quite 

a task, as the resources and needs vary so widely from 

Parish to Parish.

“We are experienced enough that often we can look 

at a vehicle and tell who’s trying to be in compliance 

and who is not. That’s all we ask. We will meet a 

company more than half way because we know it’s 

about commerce. But we’re about public safety, and 

the two can coexist. What is good for the industry is 

good for the parish,” he added.

Alanna Kendrick is 
administrative assistant 
and permit specialist at 
the CVE unit.

Officer John Cloud and his fully equipped CVE 
patrol unit.

Russell Craig, head of  the CVE unit, testifies 
during a parish police jury hearing.

 Officer William Mott checks his scales after 
weighing an 18-wheeler hauling equipment.
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In layman’s terms, a coach is one who offers 
support and assistance to those he or she leads 
to help them achieve desired goals. Qualities 
that distinguish a great coach from average 
are leadership (the ability to guide, inspire and 
empower), motivation and communication skills.

That’s why Billy Montgomery’s friends and 
career associates still call him “Coach” after all 
these years.

Montgomery’s records as an educator and 
basketball coach are enviable to say the least. 
After graduating from Northwestern State 
University and following a stint in the Army 
National Guard, he began his career as teacher 
and coach in 1960 at Haughton High School.

When he hung up his whistle in 1970 to 
become an administrator his teams had posted 
a 305-68 career record that included two state 
championships and one runner-up, 10 playoff 
appearances in 10 years and five trips to the 
Top Twenty championship round. He was named 
state Coach of the Year in ’67-’68 and Acadiana 
Coach of the Year during his one year at the helm 
of Lafayette High in 1970.

Montgomery has been recognized as one 
of the 10 most influential people in Louisiana 
High School sports. In 1991, he reached a career 
pinnacle when he was inducted into the Louisiana 
High School Coaches and Administration Hall of 
Fame.

“I can’t tell you how humbling it was to be 
named to that Hall of Fame,” Montgomery 
remembered. “It is such an honor to be placed 
alongside some genuine legends in Louisiana 
sports. I owe this honor to God and the many 
great players I had the privilege to coach.” 

From 1970 until 1988, Montgomery served 
first as assistant principal, then five years as 
principal at Haughton High. In 1988, his career 
took a different path when he was elected to 
the Louisiana House of Representatives. There, 
his contributions to his home district grew “…
beyond anything this country boy could have 
ever imagined,” he remembered.

His stellar service record began early when 
he was named “New Legislator of the Year” 
by the Louisiana Federation of Teachers. That 
was followed by the honor of “Distinguished 
Legislator” from the La. Association of Educators 
in 1989. He was the only individual to receive the 
International Police Award in 1990.

More honors followed over his legislative 
years, and Montgomery was recognized by his 
peers in the House and members of the Senate 
as a guy who could move easily between the two 
bodies. 

“Coach was someone who could get it done 
in either chamber,” a long-time associate said. 
“He had the charisma and knowledge to change 
minds in the House and the Senate, and worked 

Billy Montgomery (center) always finds something 
to talk about with his friends and constituents.
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just as easily with Republicans as 
Democrats. He was respected as much 
as anyone in government.” 

He served as chairman of the House 
Legislative Services Council and was 
a member of the powerful House 
Ways and Means committee. He also 
served on 10 additional panels during 
his 20 years in the House including 
the Joint Legislative Committee on 
Capital Outlay, the Juvenile Justice 
Commission and Ad Hoc Advisory 
Commission and the I-49 Extension 
Feasibility and Funding Task Force.

To name all Montgomery’s 
successes in the House on behalf 
of not only his district but this area 
would take volumes. He is credited 
for “coaching” the state into nearly 
$270 million in investments to projects 
in Bossier Parish and northwest 
Louisiana. Included in that total is 
roughly $2.76 million for secondary 
road projects.

One accomplishment that still 
makes Montgomery smile is helping 
bring $57 million for land acquisition 
and construction of a new Bossier 
Parish Community College.

“I was standing in the hallway of 
the Legislative building and Governor 
(Mike) Foster and his staff came 
walking up. He stopped and said, 
‘Coach, anything I can do for you?’ I 
said yes sir, I need about sixty million 
dollars for a college in Bossier City. Be 
danged if he didn’t turn to one of his 
folks and told him to help me out,” 
Montgomery said.

Not long after that meeting, 
Montgomery said he received a 
phone call telling him the money 
was available. In 2004, a new BPCC 
campus on U.S. Hwy. 80 east was 
ready for students. And in recognition 
for his service on behalf of the rapidly 
growing community college, the 
gymnasium at the school now bears 
his name.

Over his career Montgomery was 
instrumental in obtaining $l50 million 
for I-49 north and south, $50 million for 
the Cyber Command Center in Bossier 
City, $9.7 million for Shreveport’s Sci-
Port, $20.6 million for jails in Bossier 
and Caddo parishes, $4.8 million for 
the Northwest Louisiana Crime Lab 
and $7.8 million for the state’s portion 
of the Northwest Louisiana Veterans’ 
Home.

As a reward for his accomplishments 
in local and state politics and to show 
the respect he earned, Montgomery 
was inducted into the Louisiana 
Political Hall of Fame in 2012, joining 
the most memorable names in 
Louisiana history.

Today, Montgomery is serving his 
home parish as Project Coordinator 
for the Bossier Parish Police Jury. In 
addition to following key undertakings, 
he serves on numerous boards and 
committees to keep the police jury up 
to date with community activities and 
issues.

A few of those include the LSUHSC 
Chancellor’s Advisory Committee, the 
BPCC Cavalier Athletic Foundation 
board and the boards of directors of 
the Bossier Council on Aging and the 
BioMedical Research Foundation.

And, naturally, Montgomery acts 
as a liaison for the police jury with the 
state legislature.

“It’s amazing to go to the legislature 
with him,” said Parish Administrator 
Bill Altimus. “He can’t go anywhere 
without someone hollering ‘Hey 
Coach,’ at him. It seems like everyone 
knows him and respects him. He’s a 
very valuable asset for Bossier Parish.”

“I’ve been very blessed,” 
Montgomery said. “It seems like I’ve 
met some great people who have 
helped me, and still help me, more 
than I could imagine. It’s been a great 
ride and I’m still enjoying every minute 
of it.”

“He can’t go 
anywhere 
without 
someone 
hollering 
‘Hey Coach,’ 
at him. It 
seems like 
everyone 
knows him 
and respects 
him. He’s a 
very valuable 
asset for 
Bossier 
Parish.”
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BACK COVER: General Dynamics building 
(foreground) and Cyber Innovative Center (CIC, 
background), keystones of the parish’s technology 
center.

FRONT COVER: The Hughes House, circa 1840, is a 
tribute to early Bossier area settlers. This year, 2018, 
saw the 175th Anniversary of Bossier Parish.
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